Zusammenfassung. Die lange Geschichte der Fehlbenennung von Silometopus ambiguus als S. curtus (Araneae: Linyphiidae). Silometopus ambiguus (O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1905 ) kommt in Küstenlebensräumen von Nordost-bis nach Westeuropa vor. S. curtus (Simon, 1881) 16.4.2014, accepted, 6.5.2014, online 26.5.2014 T. Blick al. (1995) , Tanasevitch & Koponen (2007) , Bosmans (2009) .
Silometopus ambiguus is the valid name of the species occurring on or near the coast from north-eastern European Russia (the north-easternmost records are from Vorkuta and south of the Yamal Peninsula, both north of the Urals, Tanasevitch & Koponen 2007 : 320, Tanasevitch 2008 , Finland, Norway, Iceland, Great Britain, Ireland, Denmark, Germany, Netherlands, Belgium and France (the southernmost record is from the Atlantic coast of Vendée; Le Peru 2007: 184) .
The records from Germany ( Fig. 1) show: That the species is known from the North Sea coast as well as from the Baltic Sea coast. The records from the Baltic Sea lead to the assumption, that records of S. ambiguus can be expected also in Poland, Sweden and the three Baltic states, Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia; it is already known from Finland (sub S. curtus: Palmgren 1976 , Koponen & Fritzén 2013 . There are single records not directly on the coast. This fact is supported by single records from Great Britain up to 280 m a.s.l. (BAS 2014) and single inland records from Iceland (Agnarsson 1996: 89-90) . There are scarce recent spider data from the German coast.
Distinguishing the species. The most important contribution towards distinguishing the two species was made 50 years ago by Locket (1964) . He comparatively figured the tibial apophysis of both species and provided the vulvae for the first time (Figs 2-3 ). Furthermore he noted (Locket 1964: 266) : "Simon himself appears to have confused the two species, a tube from his collection labelled "Silom. curtus. Gallia" contained two males of the Mediterranean form and one of the other." For other figures see Platnick (2014) . (misidentified, see above)  S. curtus Palmgren 1976: 98, f. 20.15-16 (mf ) .
(misidentified, see above) 
